[image: image1.wmf]What can I do as a parent to increase my child's attendance?
1. Find out regularly about your child's absence. (Ask for half days if easier) and check this matches with your own record.

2. [image: image2.wmf]Talk regularly with your child about school and how they feel about it. More likely to attend if they feel supported and anxieties listened to. 

3. [image: image3.wmf]Phone us as soon as possible to tell us why your child is absent, and when you expect them to return. 
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4. [image: image5.wmf]Only grant days at home for genuine illness. 

5. Avoid taking holidays in school time.  Please see school policy on holidays.
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6. Know routines of the school day to avoid issues, e.g. have they got their PE kit? 

7. If you have concerns ring us – we will check attendance and be discreet.
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8. Talk to us to resolve issues. We may be able to help and support you and your child. 

9. [image: image8.wmf]Be particularly watchful and supportive in the run up to tests and aware of coursework deadlines.
10. [image: image9.wmf]Check homework planner regularly for gaps as well as completed activities.

11. Help them catch up with missed work, missed day doesn’t mean missed work.


12. Remember PRAISE for good attendance.


Attend and Achieve!
· If a school can improve attendance by 1%, they will see a 5-6% improvement in attainment. (Department for Education)

· Please help us and your child by ensuring their attendance remains above 95%, allowing them to achieve their potential.


For more information there is an absence page in the school planner.  Pupils are encouraged to read this and also use their planner to make a note of any absences that they might have had.

